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SUPPORT THE LOW-INCOME WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Please co-sign Letter to the Appropriators
 

Dear Colleague: 
 

Please join us in co-signing the attached letter to the Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee in support of the Low-Income Weatherization Assistance Program. Specifically, the letter urges the appropriators to provide no less than the current funding level of $242 million for this important program.
 

The Weatherization program improves the energy efficiency of low-income homes, thereby greatly reducing energy costs for those least able to afford them. Through this program, low-income families have seen their energy bills reduced by 31% and energy consumption by over 20%. At this year's fuel prices, weatherized homes will have winter natural gas bills that are more than $400 lower and heating oil bills that are about $500 lower than they would have been without Weatherization investments.
 

These savings can be used for other important family needs such as food, clothing, housing and other basic necessities of life. The nation and other utility customers also benefit by the reduction in demand for precious oil and gas supplies. 
 

About 5.3 million homes have been weatherized by this program alone, and the local delivery agencies have leveraged nearly as much from non-federal funds as from the DOE program each year.  However, there are about 20 million households still eligible for weatherization services, and most community action agencies already have waiting lists that will take one to four years to complete. 
 

Weatherization is one of the real, proven success stories among the government’s programs to change the lives of low-income families and it has never been so valuable as it is in today’s energy market.
 

If you would like to co-sign this letter please contact Warren Gunnels in the office of Rep. Bernard Sanders at 5-4115, Eben Carle in the office of Sherwood Boehlert at 5-3665 or Rachel Kondor in the office of Rep. Raul Grijalva at 5-2435. 

 

Sincerely,
 

 

 

____________________        ____________________        ____________________ 
Bernard Sanders                       Sherwood Boehlert                  Raul Grijalva                   
Member of Congress                Member of Congress                Member of Congress 
 

The Honorable David L. Hobson                                  The Honorable Peter J. Visclosky 

Chairman                                                                      Ranking Member 

Committee on Appropriations                                       Committee on Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Energy and Water                             Subcommittee on Energy and Water 

U.S. House of Representatives                                      U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515                                                Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Hobson and Ranking Member Visclosky, 

 

We are writing to urge your Subcommittee to provide funding for the FY 2007 Department of Energy Weatherization Assistance Program at no less than the current level, $242 million. 

 

We do not support the Budget request to reduce Weatherization funding; millions who cannot afford the energy that their dilapidated older housing units require need help immediately.  Weatherization changes energy bills permanently and significantly.  The savings, measured in either scarce household dollars or volumes of gas and oil conserved, multiply with each passing year.  Their value increases directly as prices go up.   The nation’s energy priorities should include immediate savings and relief from high bills, as well as sound long term energy research.

 

Weatherization has won its bipartisan support by delivering proven energy results. The Department has documented that, year after year, it reduces home heating bills by an average of 31% and year-round usage by over 20%. In the face of the Department of Energy prediction that energy bills will continue to rise, the program's value will also rise, and the protection afforded to the poor will actually grow over time. 

 

At this year's fuel prices, as estimated by the Energy Information Administration, weatherized homes will have winter natural gas bills that are more than $400 below the amount they would have been without Weatherization.  In addition, homes that heat with fuel oil will, on average, save over $500 on heating alone through the Weatherization program.

 

About 5.3 million homes have been weatherized by the DOE program, and we estimate another 2 to 3 million have been weatherized by the Community Action Agencies using Department of Energy techniques, and funds from LIHEAP or utility programs. However, there are about 20 million households still eligible for weatherization services, and most local agencies already have waiting lists that will take one to four years to complete. 

 

Your Subcommittee is known for its support of commercializing the fruits of government research. The Weatherization program has tested emerging technologies and created markets for them; national laboratories have created software tools and new protocols to support decisions about what investments to make in a home. The training for this program is moving taxpayer-funded building efficiency technology directly to local homebuilding markets. 

 

Local Weatherization programs have ramped up staffing and contracting and have intensified training ever since the Congress provided a significant program increase in FY 2002. Several major utility-funded programs have been initiated and coordinated with the Weatherization network's DOE-funded work. The capacity and the reliability of the DOE program attract these other funders. 

 

 Should the funding for the Weatherization Assistance Program drop below the current level, the new capacity, equipment and, more important, the trained workforce will no longer be fully utilized; private investment that depends on the DOE program delivery capability will be lost. 

 

We support the plan passed by both Houses in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 that more than doubles Weatherization funding and we hope your Subcommittee will, at the very least, maintain its operations until it can be fully funded.   We appreciate your consideration of our views. 
 Sincerely, 

